
                         

 

BACKYARD BBQ 2026 

APPLICATION 
The Island Men 501 © (3) charity, whose members are dedicated to helping 

support small local charities and numerous children’s educational, civic, and 

athletic activities and programs within our community. Our organization is made 

up of over 200 members who are committed to helping improve the quality of life 

in our community. 

 
 

 

SET UP & WINDOW: FRIDAY OCTOBER 16TH AT 4 PM 

EVENT DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17TH, 2026 

 
Blakeslee Air Force Recreation Area 

118 River Front Road | Kure Beach, NC 28449



 

 
Team Name *: 

Contact Person: 

Street Address: 

Apartment, suite, etc.: 

City: 

State/Province: 

ZIP / Postal Code: 

Phone: 

Contact Email Address * 

Number of cooks * 

APPLICATION FORM 

 

Payment Information 

Check - Make payable to The Island 

Men Can be mailed to: 

Attn: The Island Men 

PO Box 1721 

Carolina Beach, NC 28428 
 

 
 

 

Credit Card - Fill out the following information and 

mail to: 

Attn: The Island Men 

PO Box 1721 

Carolina Beach, NC 28428 

 
Name on card: 

Billing Address: 

 

Address: 
 

Zip: 
 

Card Type: 
 

Card Number: 

EXP Date: 

3 digit code (on back): 
 



WAIVER AND RELEASE 
WAIVER AND RELEASE, I fully understand that participating in this event may result in accidents, 

illness, or injury. I am voluntarily participating in the Island Men’s Backyard BBQ Cookoff with 

complete understanding of the risks associated with participation in the event. In consideration of 

your accepting my application and being allowed to participate in the “event,” I the undersigned, 

intending to be legally bound, hereby for myself and my business, heirs, executors, administrators 

and assigns agree to release and hold harmless the premises and grounds owner, the US Air 

Force Recreation Area, The Island Men Inc. and the Town of Kure Beach, North Carolina. The 

Island Men Inc, its affiliates, agents, volunteers and employees, from all liability for any injuries 

and/or illnesses that may directly or indirectly result from my conduct or from my negligence in the 

event, and/or from the negligence of the premises owner or the negligence of the sponsors of the 

event, its affiliates, agents, volunteers and employees. I also acknowledge full and sole 

responsibility for any and all medical expenses that I may incur as a result of any injury and/or 

illness related to our participation in the event. I understand and agree that this Waiver and 

Release is binding upon my business and me. I agree to abide by the rules and regulations of the 

ISLAND Men Inc. Backyard BBQ Cook-Off, the Blakeslee Air Force Recreational Area, and the 

New Hanover County Board of Health. I hereby grant my consent and permission to The Island 

Men Inc, its affiliates, agents and employees, to use my name, my business name, photographs, 

videotape, motion picture recording, voice, or likeness for their purposes, including pre and post 

event publicity. I have carefully read this Waiver and Release and fully understand its contents. By 

signing below, I consent and agree to the terms of this Waiver and Release. My signature also 

demonstrates consent of the rules of the event provided under separate cover. 

SIGNATURE: 

DATE: 



EVENT TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 Exhibitors’/Contestants’ booth space is to be set up, open and staffed, on the day of the 

“Island Men Backyard BBQ”. 

 Exhibitor/Contestant agrees that if accepted by Producer, “The Island Men Inc’” into the “The 

Island Men Inc. Backyard BBQ Cook-off”, that Producer is under no obligation to rent space to 

Exhibitor in future events or future years. 

 Insurance, if desired by Exhibitor/Contestant, must be provided at their own expense. The 

Producer, The Island Men Inc., or the US Air Force Recreational Area assume no risk; and by 

the acceptance of this agreement, the Exhibitor/Contestant expressly releases the Producer, 

The Island Men Inc’, and the US Air Force Recreational Area of and from any and all liability 

for any damage, injury, theft, or loss to any person or goods which may arise from the rental 

and occupation of said space by the Exhibitor/Contestant. 

 The Producer will not be liable for refunds or any other liabilities whatsoever for the failure of 

Exhibitor/Contestant to attend, nor refunds or other liabilities for failure to produce “The Island 

Men Inc. Backyard BBQ Cook-off” due to acts of God, or any other cause beyond the 

Producer’s control. 

 ·The Producer may rent or license space for any exhibit of interest to the public or of 

educational value. All exhibits must be designed, constructed and operated in good taste and 

in accordance with the best interest of the “The Island Men Inc. Backyard BBQ Cook-off” 

which Producer in its sole discretion shall have the right to decide. All sales, publicity and 

promotion activities conducted by the Exhibitor/Contestant at the “The Island Men Inc. 

Backyard BBQ Cook-off” must be confined to his or her space. Socially Unacceptable 

behavior and the use of a public-address systems are not allowed and may result in expulsion 

from the event. 

 Exhibitor/Contestant consents those photographs taken and filming recorded of him or herself, 

employees and volunteers and booth and products at the festival may be used for advertising 

and publicity for this or any future expositions Producer may present. 

 All inspections or food service permits required are the sole responsibility of the 

Exhibitor/Contestant. Permits are not needed for this location, as the US Air Force will 

provide inspection services and additional security. 



RULES AND INFORMATION 
Application Registration Fee Deadline/ October 10 , 2026. Registration Fee is $250.00. 

$100.00 is returned to the applicant upon arrival and check-in at the BBQ Cook-Off on October 16, 

2026. Check-in time, 1pm to 7pm. 

 
The Island Men Inc present the 2026 Island Men Backyard BBQ Cook-Off Saturday October 17, 

2026, at the Blakeslee Air Force Recreational Area in Kure Beach, North Carolina. 

 Cash Prizes for 1st, $500, 2nd $300 and 3rd $200 for the Official Judges’ results. 

 People Choice $500 is awarded by festival participants that attend the event. 

 The judging team follows the North Carolina BBQ Society rules and regulations. 

 Each Team will get a copy of their individual scoring sheets. 

 Each team will also get a copy of the total results for all contestants. 

 Check In & Set Up – Friday October 16th, 2026, the day before event day. You may load and 

set up from 1:00pm – 7:00PM. You must be Prepared to serve by 10:00 AM Saturday, 10/17. 

 Provided To Each Contestant. 

 A space to set up and prepare onsite. 

 The Island Men provide each participant a minimum of 10, (ten), pork butts to cook. 

 Each participant can make any pork-based Pork BBQ dish of their choice. 

 All pork butts must be prepared on-site. 

 Electric if needed. 

 Tasting cups, forks, and napkins. 

 Contestants must provide… 

 Their own cooking appliances (smoker, grill, and cooking utensils, etc.) maintained to county 

standards. 

 Food cook-off protein entries must be made with ingredients provided by The Island Men Inc. 

 Cooked on-site food preparation must be ready by 10:00 am on the day of the event. 

 Items to display, such as your signs, decorations, and group name. 

 Warmer trays and foods must be kept at 140 degrees or above for the entire event. 

 A thermometer and service utensils. 

 Clean up. 

 We encourage you to begin preparation on Friday October 16th, 2026, by 6:00



Disqualification: An entry can be disqualified by the event organizer only. An entry can be 

disqualified for any of the following reasons: 

•There is anything foreign other than meat/sauce in the container submitted for judging. 

•The entry is turned in after the officially designated time. 

•Gloves are not used while handling food products. 

•Not cooking the meat that was inspected or not meeting the required safe temperature. 

•There is evidence of blood such that the meat is uncooked. 

 

 

2026 ISLAND MEN BACKYARD BBQ RULES OCTOBER 

17TH, 2026 

BLAKESLEE AF REC AREA 
OCTOBER 24TH, 2026 RAIN DELAY DATE 

 
Each contestant will be provided: 

• A space to set up and prepare onsite. 

• An opportunity to make any pork-based BBQ dish. 

• Pork Butts proved by the Island Men 

• Food Grade Containers for judging submission 
Contestants Will: 

• Ensure Pulled pork is cooked to a minimum of 145 degrees and verified by a BBQ Judge 

prior to turn in. 

• Entries will be 140 degrees when they are turned in. 

• Pulled Pork will be the only BBQ Meat judged. 

• Use food-grade gloves when handling all meat, uncooked or cooked. 

• Provide 8 oz of cooked pork with sauce/seasoning mixed in. 

• No garnish will be allowed. 
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